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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR RECORDING
AND TIME-SHIFTING PROGRAMMING IN A
TELEVISION DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM
USING POLICIES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 11/316,066, filed Dec. 21, 2005, which is incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosed subject matter relates to the field of televi-
sion distribution and programming, and more particularly to
methods and systems including recording and/or time shift-
ing television content.

COPYRIGHT

A portion of the disclosure of this patent document con-
tains material that is subject to copyright protection. The
copyright owner has no objection to the facsimile reproduc-
tion by anyone of the patent document or the patent disclo-
sure, as it appears in the Patent and Trademark Office patent
files or records, but otherwise reserves all copyright rights
whatsoever. The following notice applies to the software and
data as described below and in the drawings that form a part
of'this document: Copyright 2005, SBC Knowledge Ventures
L. P. All Rights Reserved.

BACKGROUND

Subscribers to broadcast television sometimes desire to
view television programming at times other than when the
programming is broadcast. While digital video recorders
(DVRs) such as the TIVO™ gystem are used to record and
time shift television programs, they are cumbersome to set up
and use, particularly where the subscriber has to interconnect
the DVR with a television, set top box or other television
accessories. In addition, while DVRs provide a benefit to
consumers, they may reduce the effectiveness of broadcast
commercials if consumers fast forward through the commer-
cials when they are viewing recorded programming. A par-
ticular challenge for subscribers to Internet protocol televi-
sion (IPTV) is that not all channels are simultaneously
received by the subscriber as they are in over-the-air or cable
television broadcast systems. Therefore, the subscriber’s
ability to record live television broadcasts is limited to only
those channels they can receive at one time.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1, 2, 3 illustrate an IPTV network in accordance with
one example embodiment of the disclosed subject matter
hereof.

FIG. 4 illustrates a method for saving programming for
time-shifted delivery according to one example embodiment
of the disclosed subject matter.

FIG. 5 illustrates a method for a subscriber to make
requests for saving and receiving saved programming accord-
ing to one example embodiment of the disclosed subject
matter.

FIG. 6 illustrates a digital rights management policy for
saving and distributing programming according to one
example embodiment of the disclosed subject matter.
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FIG. 7 illustrates an example embodiment of a computing
system according to the disclosed subject matter.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawings that form a part hereof, and in
which are shown by way of illustration specific embodiments
in which the disclosed subject matter can be practiced. It is
understood that other embodiments may be utilized and struc-
tural changes may be made without departing from the scope
of the disclosed subject matter. The leading digit(s) of refer-
ence numbers appearing in the Figures generally corresponds
to the Figure number in which that component is first intro-
duced, such that the same reference number is used through-
out to refer to an identical component which appears in mul-
tiple Figures. Signals and connections may be referred to by
the same reference number or label, and the actual meaning
will be clear from its use in the context of the description.

This application is related to U.S. application Ser. No.
11/316,537, entitled, “System And Method For Recording
And Time-Shifting Programming In A Television Distribu-
tion System With Limited Content Retention,” by Zesen
Chen, Peter Chou, Sean Chen and Brian Gonsalves, filed Dec.
21, 2005, assigned to SBC Knowledge Ventures, L.P. and
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

As described further below, according to various example
embodiments of the disclosed subject matter described
herein, there is provided methods and systems to provide
recording, delivery or time shifting of television program-
ming, including but not limited to methods and systems to
store at least one policy specifying at least one rule relating to
recording, storage or delivery of broadcast programming to a
consumer of such programming, and further to record, store
or deliver the broadcast programming in response to at least
one of the rules specified by the policy.

Referring now to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, there is illustrated one
example embodiment of a television distribution system 100,
using IPTV technology in this example but not limited
thereto, adapted to provide, among other things, the time
shifting and storage management features of the disclosed
subject matter. As shown in FIG. 1, the network 100 may
include a super hub office (SHO) 110 for acquisition and
encoding of video content, one or more video hub offices
(VHO) 120 in each demographic market area (DMA), one or
more intermediate offices (TO) 130, one or more central
offices (CO) 140 located in each metropolitan area, and
finally the subscribers (S) 150, which may be located in single
or multiple dwelling units. In one example embodiment, the
network 100 may be connected through a plurality of high
speed communication links 160 using physical transport lay-
ers such as fiber, cable, twisted pair, air or other media.

In one example embodiment of the IPTV video delivery
system, the SHO 110 distributes content to the VHOs 120
which may be spread across the a wide geographic territory,
such as an entire country. The SHO 110 may, for example, be
in a central location for acquisition and aggregation of
national-level broadcast TV (or linear) programming. A
redundant SHO 110 may be provided for backup in case of
failure. The SHO 110 may also the central point of on-de-
mand content acquisition and insertion into the IPTV net-
work. Linear programming may be received at the SHO 110
via satellite and processed for delivery to the VHOs 120.
On-demand content may be received from various sources
and processed/encoded to codec and bit-rate requirements for
the communication network for transmission to the VHOs
120 over the high speed communication links. VHOs 120 are
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the video distribution points within each demographic market
area (DMA) or geographic region.

Referring now to FIG. 2, there is illustrated in more detail
an example network architecture 200 between the CO 140
and the subscriber 150. A serving area interface (SAI) 210
may be connected to the CO 140. SAI 210 may, for example,
be located in a weather-proof enclosure proximate the sub-
scriber premises, and may include fiber-to-the-node (FTTN)
equipment. FTTN equipment may also be located in the CO
140. Customer premise equipment includes (CPE) 220, for
example, a network interface device (NID) and a residential
gateway (RG) 230, for example with a built-in very-high-bit-
rate digital subscriber loop (VDSL) modem or optical net-
work termination (ONT). In both cases the RG 230 may be
connected to the rest of the home set top boxes (STBs) 240 via
an internal network such as an Ethernet. Each STB 240 has an
associated remote control (RC) 250 which provides data
entry to the STB 240 to control the IPTV selections from the
IPTV data streams.

Referring now to FIG. 3, which illustrates one example
embodiment of a configuration according to the disclosed
subject matter, a SHO acquisition server 310 may be used to
acquire national content that may be distributed towards the
VHOs 120. In an alternative embodiment, live television con-
tent may be acquired using an acquisition server in the VHOs
120. In this configuration, the VHO 120 may include a live
television acquisition server 320 and a video distribution
server 330, which forward the live television and/or other
content toward the subscriber through the intermediate
offices (I0s) 130 and the central office (CO) 140. AVHO 120
may also include application systems 340, regional sub-
scriber database systems 350, and VOD servers 360. The COs
140 are connected to the 10s 130 to further distribute traffic
towards the subscribers 150. Traffic may reach the subscrib-
ers 150 at least partially via either fiber to the node (FTTN) or
fiber to the premises (FTTP), or by other types of transmis-
sion medium.

As also illustrated in FIG. 3, acquisition server 320 may
distribute a plurality of live television programs, each typi-
cally associated with a television “channel,” using a multicast
IP protocol data stream 370 through the I0s 130 and COs 140
to the subscribers 150. The routers, switches and other net-
work elements that would normally be present in the I0s 130
and COs 140 are not shown in FIG. 3 in order to simplify the
drawing. The number of programs or channels sent in the
multicast stream may, without limitation, range up to 800
channels or more using present technology with it being
understood that advances in technology may allow many
more channels to be sent. The multicast protocol allows for
efficient distribution of these signals to a large number of end
subscribers. In addition, the video distribution server 330
receives the multicast data stream 370 and distributes selected
ones of the live television signals, extracted from the stream
370, using a unicast data stream 380A, 380B and 380C, to
specific subscribers 150. In this embodiment, video distribu-
tion server 330 may provide a unicast stream, for example in
burst mode, of a specific live television channel to any of the
subscribers served by the VHO 120. The burst mode instant
channel change data stream can be discontinued once the
subscriber’s system is loaded with enough TV program data
so that the multicast stream can “catch up” and take over
supplying the program data stream in the multicast mode for
more extended term viewing by the subscriber.

Also provided in the VHO 120, or alternatively at another
distribution point in the IPTV network such as the SHO 110,
10 130 or CO 140, is an additional digital video recorder
(DVR) DVR server 325 that acquires live television program-
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ming, records the programming/channels in digital form, and
distributes the recorded content to subscribers using an uni-
cast data stream in the same manner as server 330. In addition,
DVR server 325 includes software to support interaction with
subscribers 150 through STBs 240. For example, subscribers
can, for example, interact with the DVR server 325 using a
remote control 250 and a STB 240 to request programming be
saved, view saved programming on their own list of saved
content, and request delivery of the saved content to them
from server 325. Alternatively, in another embodiment, the
functions described for DVR server 325 may be performed by
a single acquisition server such as server 320 or VOD server
360, and server 325 can be eliminated in whole or in part. The
subscribers 150 may request content recorded on DVR server
325, which is delivered, in one example embodiment, with
unicast data streams 380A, 380B or 380C. DVR server 325
may be connected to, in one example embodiment, one or
more mass storage devices or systems 327, such as magnetic
disk drives or optical recording systems.

According to one embodiment, access to regularly sched-
uled programming on the television channels, or alternatively
access to recorded programming recorded under the control
of DVR server 325, may be controlled by a STB 240 in the
subscriber premises. Thus, in one example embodiment, each
subscriber 150 receives live television programs from the
VHO acquisition server 320 based on IP-based multicasting
services, while the video distribution servers 330 are used to
provide subscribers “instant” channel change and recover
video packet losses to maintain acceptable quality of service.
Further, the DVR server 325 provides recorded television
programming upon demand by subscribers 150 as more fully
described herein.

Referring now to FIG. 4, there is illustrated an example
embodiment 400 of a method according to the disclosed
subject matter disclosed herein. Embodiment 400 provides
for automatically recording live broadcast programming 410
for all or a group of television channels distributed by the
system, wherein the recording is performed using one or more
servers and storage devices, such as DVR servers 325 and
storage system 327. All the automatically recorded program-
ming is stored for at least some minimum period of time 420,
for example seventy two (72) hours or a period of time deter-
mined by an algorithm or formula, after it is broadcast at its
regularly scheduled time. Unless designated or otherwise
indicated for extended storage, the programming is thereafter
automatically deleted or made available to be written over in
order to free space on the storage system and limit the amount
of storage required to support the time-shifting operation of
the system. The system thus provides, for example in one
embodiment, that all channels or at least, in one example
embodiment, a designated group of channels, is stored at least
during a sliding window of time following the regularly
scheduled broadcast. Programming may be saved longer 430
than the minimum storage period based on requests for
rebroadcast of the programming, or requests to keep the pro-
gramming for rebroadcast upon demand at a later point in
time. As used herein, the term “rebroadcast” is used to mean
delivery of the programming to the subscriber seeking to view
the programming after the programming has been previously
broadcast in the system, and does not require that the pro-
gramming be sent to more than one subscriber.

Subscribers may request 440 that the automatically
recorded programming be rebroadcast to them on demand,
for example by streaming the recorded programming from
the DVR server 325 using a unicast IP data stream. Such
requests for rebroadcast may be accomplished, for example,
by identifying a program by name, or by specifying a time
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window for a particular channel. For example the stored
content may be indexed by time and channel so that a sub-
scriber can request rebroadcast of the stored live TV stream
for a particular channel starting from a given time. The pro-
grams and content may also be indexed by program, such that
a subscriber may request rebroadcast of a stored live TV
program by choosing the program. The system may, in one
example embodiment, cross-reference electronic program-
ming guide information to determine the start and end time
indices of a requested program. Once these are determined,
the request would be handled identically to the case where the
subscriber has requested a particular time frame for a channel
to be rebroadcast.

For instance, a subscriber may request that a particular
episode of a favorite television program be rebroadcast at a
later point in time, or may request that a particular window of
time from a particular television channel be rebroadcast. As
explained further below, according to another example
embodiment, even if recorded programming is saved beyond
the minimum time period, there is a limit to the amount of
time it will be stored even if it has not yet been rebroadcast by
all of the subscribers who made a request. Further, although
the request for delivery of programming is shown in FI1G. 4 as
occurring after a request to save programming, it is also
possible that a request to deliver programming may occur
without a request to save it, if such programming has already
been stored on the server and the minimum time for saving it
has not yet timed out or it is still available for delivery for
some other reason.

According to one example embodiment, in order for pro-
gramming to be saved longer than the minimum period, a
request for rebroadcast must be received at least in advance of
the expiration of the minimum period. For example, in one
example embodiment, a request for rebroadcast must be
received by at least one subscriber prior to seventy hours (72)
after the initial broadcast, where the minimum storage period
for the programming is three days. Alternatively, the request
may be required at least prior to when the programming is no
longer being stored, which may be longer than the minimum
period based on requests for rebroadcasts received from other
subscribers.

If programming is designated to be saved longer than the
minimum storage period based on one or more requests to
keep the programming for rebroadcast to the subscribers 150,
the programming may be saved an additional period accord-
ing to one or more different schemes or algorithms. For
example according to one example algorithm, after expiration
of the initial minimum recording period, recorded program-
ming is only kept by advanced request from subscribers.
According to one example embodiment, for each channel/
time-span permutation requested, the identities and number
of subscribers requesting the recording are recorded. The
programming is kept beyond the minimum time period for
channels/time-spans which have outstanding requests from
subscribers 150. As each subscriber views the requested con-
tent, the outstanding requests are decremented. When there
are no longer any outstanding requests, i.e. when the decre-
ment reaches zero, the stored programming may be deleted or
the storage space for such content released to the system.

As noted above, even if recorded programming is saved
beyond the minimum time period, there is a limit to the
amount of time it will be stored even if it has not yet been
rebroadcast by all of the subscribers who made a request to
keep the programming for such rebroadcast before it is
deleted or the storage space used for the programming made
available to be recorded over. The maximum period of time
that programming is saved may be a fixed period, for example
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no more than seven days after the initial minimum time period
is over, or may be variable, based on a formula or algorithm.
For example, if the initial time period was seventy two hours,
any programming requested to be saved longer for rebroad-
cast could not be saved longer than an additional seven days,
for a total of ten days, whether or not all the subscribers
requesting the content to be saved had viewed it. According to
another example embodiment, the amount of time the pro-
gramming is stored in total may be limited channel by chan-
nel, such that if content on a particular channel is requested by
many subscribers to be saved for rebroadcast it would be
saved longer than content on a channel that had been
requested by fewer subscribers. According to another
example embodiment, if more than N subscribers have
requested the same segment of a specific content, this content
may be deleted only after a delay period T. T is decided by the
following formula T=C*log(N), where C is a constant that
may be empirically determined based on subscriber feedback
and system parameters such as the amount of storage avail-
able.

According to one example embodiment, programming
may be saved as specified in the following example:

Requests for saving programming:

Subscriber 1 requests channel A for 10:00 to 11:00.

Subscriber 2 requests channel A for 10:30 to 11:30.

Based on the above requests, the system may retain chan-
nel A beyond the minimum time period for storage as follows:

Segment 1—Channel A 10:00-10:30 Requests=1 (sub-
scriber 1)

Segment 2—Channel A 10:30-11:00 Requests=2 (sub-
scriber 1, subscriber 2)

Segment 3—Channel A 11:00-11:30 Requests=1 (sub-
scriber 2)

Segments 1 and 2 are logically associated with subscriber
1’s request.

Segments 2 and 3 are logically associated with subscriber
2’s request.

As each subscriber’s request is fulfilled, the associated
segments’ request and subscriber lists are decremented
appropriately. A segment with no outstanding requests is
deleted from storage after a delay, for example the delay T
described above. The subscriber requests may also be timed
out after a delay, e.g., a window of 14 days, or a variable delay
T calculated as described above to view requested content
before the request is automatically timed out, for example by
automatically decrementing the outstanding request count to
zero. Accordingly, either the initial minimum period for sav-
ing content, or the period of time to save content requested by
subscribers beyond the initial minimum period, may be vari-
able or fixed, in any combination of variable-variable, vari-
able-fixed, fixed-fixed, or fixed-variable.

Referring now to FIG. 5, there is illustrated an example
embodiment 500 of subscriber use of the system described
herein. According to one example embodiment, the sub-
scriber uses the STB 240 to make requests 510 to save pro-
gramming for later rebroadcast on demand, or to rebroadcast
content on demand momentarily. If the request is to save
content for later rebroadcast 520, then the system adds the
request to the list of requests to save content maintained by the
system, for example on the server 325. If the request is for
immediate rebroadcast of recorded programming, then the
system, for example server 325, initiates rebroadcast of the
programming to the subscriber, for instance using a unicast IP
data stream to the subscriber’s STB 240. According to one
embodiment, the subscriber may make a request for a
rebroadcast only if they made a previous request for saving
the content, but in another embodiment, the subscriber may at
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any time request on demand rebroadcast of programming that
is still saved in the system, even if no prior request for saving
the content was made. Further, the system may provide,
through the use of a STB 240, to display to subscriber content
available for rebroadcast. Further, this service may be
optional and may require the subscriber to pay an additional
fee for the service. According to still another example
embodiment, any rebroadcast programming is presented to
the user, under control of the STB 240 for example, with all
original advertising present, so that the subscriber is not
allowed an opportunity to fast forward through the rebroad-
cast content to avoid the commercial content. Alternatively,
the subscriber may be allowed to fast forward through the
rebroadcast or otherwise pause or stop the rebroadcast, using
the RC 250.

According to still another example embodiment, the meth-
ods and systems provide that once a subscriber has had a
program rebroadcast to them one time, that program or time
segment is deleted from the subscribers list of content saved
for rebroadcast such that the subscriber cannot again request
rebroadcast of the same content. Accordingly, the system
does not permit multiple rebroadcasts of the same content.

According to still another example embodiment, the sys-
tem and method may permit a digital rights management
policy to be established for one or more of the following: a
television channel or group of channels, a television program,
atime segment in a programming schedule, such as midnight
to six in the morning, or a type of program, such as reruns or
first broadcasts or content—e.g. sports or news, late night
television, reruns, old movies or new movies. The foregoing
are examples only, and digital rights management policies
may be established in other ways for managing programming.
Furthermore, the system and method may provide that tele-
vision programming be recorded and rebroadcast or delivered
only in accordance with one or more rules or permissions
specified in policies established for the content, by any or
more than one of the categories mentioned, or other catego-
ries or characterizations of programming. For example, a
network may require that football programs not be recorded
for rebroadcast, or that any rebroadcast occurs more than one
day after the initial programming was broadcast. In one
embodiment, these policies may be stored on the DVR server
325 or on any other computer or storage device in the system.
Using such digital rights management, therefore, the operator
of the television distribution system can tailor the system to
the requirements or demands of the content owners.

Referring to FIG. 6, there is illustrated a digital rights
management policy 600 for saving and distributing program-
ming according to one example embodiment of the disclosed
subject matter. Policy 600, in this example, includes an iden-
tification 610 of the programming or time slot and channel for
a particular program, or identifies programming by other
means such as noted above, for example by type of content or
by channel or otherwise. Policy 600 includes a plurality of
permissions or policies, for example specifying whether the
programming may be recorded for time shifting 620, how
long it can be kept after recording 630, how many times it may
be rebroadcast to a particular subscriber 640, whether or not
the system should allow fast forwarding through the content
650, how long a subscriber may save it after recording 660,
the type of subscriber that it may be saved for 670, or any
other desired policy.

Thus, as described above, the systems and methods
described herein provide for time shifting of television broad-
casts, including but not limited to methods and systems to
manage the storage requirements for such operation. As
described above in various embodiments, the system and
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method provides for recording broadcast programming on
one or more servers in the distribution system upstream from
the subscribers, and rebroadcast of the programming on
demand to time-shift it from the originally scheduled time to
a time desired by the subscriber. Subscribers are therefore
provided greater flexibility in viewing programming without
the additional cost and logistics required if they use a personal
DVR located on their premises. While the example embodi-
ments herein are generally illustrated in the environment of an
IPTV system, in an alternative embodiment a cable distribu-
tion system or satellite distribution system is used instead that
does not use IPTV methodologies but instead any other avail-
able distribution techniques, such as classic frequency modu-
lation or each channel in a television frequency band, or time
division or orthogonal frequency division multiplexing, for
example only and not by way of limitation. Further, the IPTV
may be delivered over-the-air using, for example, broadband
wireless telecommunications techniques.

Referring now to FIG. 7 shows a diagrammatic represen-
tation of machine in the example form of a computer system
700 of a type sufficient for use in any of the example embodi-
ments set forth herein. System 700 may include a set of
instructions, for causing the machine to perform any one or
more of the methodologies discussed herein, may be
executed. In alternative embodiments, the machine operates
as a standalone device or may be connected (e.g., networked)
to other machines. In a networked deployment, the machine
may operate in the capacity of a server or a client machine in
server-client network environment, or as a peer machine in a
peer-to-peer (or distributed) network environment. The
machine may be a personal computer (PC), a tablet PC, a
set-top box (STB), a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a
cellular telephone, a web appliance, a network router, switch
or bridge, or any machine capable of executing a set of
instructions (sequential or otherwise) that specify actions to
be taken by that machine. Further, while only a single
machine is illustrated, the term “machine” shall also be taken
to include any collection of machines that individually or
jointly execute a set (or multiple sets) of instructions to per-
form any one or more of the methodologies discussed herein.

The example computer system 700 includes a processor
702 (e.g., a central processing unit (CPU), a graphics process-
ing unit (GPU) or both), a main memory 704 and a static
memory 706, which communicate with each other via a bus
708. The computer system 700 may further include a video
display unit 710 (e.g., a liquid crystal display (LCD) or a
cathode ray tube (CRT)). The computer system 700 also
includes an alpha-numeric input device 712 (e.g., a key-
board), a user interface (UI) navigation device 714 (e.g., a
mouse), a disk drive unit 716, a signal generation device 718
(e.g., a speaker) and a network interface device 720.

The disk drive unit 716 includes a machine-readable
medium 722 on which is stored one or more sets of instruc-
tions and data structures (e.g., software 724) embodying or
utilized by any one or more of the methodologies or functions
described herein. The software 724 may also reside, com-
pletely or at least partially, within the main memory 704
and/or within the processor 702 during execution thereof by
the computer system 700, the main memory 704 and the
processor 702 also constituting machine-readable media.

The software 724 may further be transmitted or received
over a network 726 via the network interface device 720
utilizing any one of a number of well-known transfer proto-
cols, for example the hyper text transfer protocol (HTTP).
While the machine-readable medium 722 is shown in an
example embodiment to be a single medium, the term
“machine-readable medium” should be taken to include a
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single medium or multiple media (e.g., a centralized or dis-
tributed database, and/or associated caches and servers) that
store the one or more sets of instructions. The term “machine-
readable medium” shall also be taken to include any medium
that is capable of storing, encoding or carrying a set of instruc-
tions for execution by the machine and that cause the machine
to perform any one or more of the methodologies of the
disclosed subject matter, or that is capable of storing, encod-
ing or carrying data structures utilized by or associated with
such a set of instructions. The term “machine-readable
medium” shall accordingly be taken to include, but not be
limited to, solid-state memories, and optical and magnetic
media.

Although the present specification describes components
and functions implemented in the embodiments with refer-
ence to particular standards and protocols, the disclosed sub-
ject matter may be not limited to such standards and proto-
cols. Each of the standards for Internet and other packet
switched network transmission (e.g., TCP/IP, UDP/IP,
HTML, and HTTP) represent examples of the state of the art.
Such standards are periodically superseded by faster or more
efficient equivalents having essentially the same functions.
Accordingly, replacement standards and protocols having the
same functions are considered equivalents.

Although the disclosed subject matter has been described
with reference to several example embodiments, it may be
understood that the words that have been used are words of
description and illustration, rather than words of limitation.
Changes may be made within the purview of the appended
claims, as presently stated and as amended, without departing
from the scope and spirit of the disclosed subject matter in all
its aspects. Although the disclosed subject matter has been
described with reference to particular means, materials and
embodiments, the disclosed subject matter is not intended to
be limited to the particulars disclosed; rather, the subject
matter extends to all functionally equivalent structures, meth-
ods, and uses such as are within the scope of the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

storing, by a system comprising a processor, a digital rights
management policy specifying rules relating to how a
particular channel of programming is recorded, how the
particular channel of programming is delivered includ-
ing defining permission on a per channel basis to fast
forward the programming, recording for time shifting,
storage of programming for a period of time, delivery of
broadcast of programming to a consumer of such pro-
gramming for a predetermined number of times, a sub-
scriber’s privilege to save programming, or delivery of
rebroadcast of programming to a consumer of such pro-
gramming for a predetermined number of times;

wherein the digital rights management policy comprises
rules relating to determination of a total time period that
stored broadcast programming is available to all sub-
scribers for rebroadcast, wherein the total time period
comprises an initial minimum time period and a subse-
quent delay period;

determining, by the system, the delay period in accordance
with the rules, based on a number of subscriber requests
for the stored broadcast programming received prior to
expiration of the initial minimum period, whether the
number of subscriber requests exceeds a threshold num-
ber, and a logarithmic expression having the number of
subscriber requests as a parameter;
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storing, by the system, the broadcast programming in
accordance with the rules specified by the digital rights
management policy; and

removing, by the system, the stored broadcast program-

ming from storage after expiration of the total time
period,

wherein the digital rights management policy specifies a

type of subscriber that can save or view the program-
ming via a subscriber device.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the rules further specify
how a particular time slot of programming may be recorded or
delivered.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the logarithmic expres-
sion comprises a constant multiplied by a logarithm of the
number of subscriber requests received during the time
period.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the constant is empiri-
cally determined based on subscriber feedback and based on
a system parameter.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the system parameter is
storage availability.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising deleting the
stored broadcast programming when there are no outstanding
subscriber requests for the broadcast programming.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the digital rights man-
agement policy further specifies how a particular type of
content may be saved.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the content comprises
one of sports programming, news, late night television,
reruns, old movies or new movies, or any combination
thereof.

9. A system, comprising:

a memory that stores instructions; and

a processor coupled to the memory, wherein responsive to

executing the instructions, the processor performs

operations comprising:

controlling a recording or delivery of a broadcast tele-
vision program in accordance with a digital rights
management policy established to control the record-
ing or delivery of the broadcast television program,
wherein the digital rights management policy com-
prises rules relating to determination of a total time
period that stored broadcast programming is available
to all subscribers for rebroadcast, and wherein the
total time period comprises an initial minimum time
period and a subsequent delay period;

determining the delay period in accordance with the
rules, based on anumber of subscriber requests for the
stored broadcast programming received prior to expi-
ration of the initial minimum period, whether the
number of subscriber requests exceeds a threshold
number, and a logarithmic expression having the
number of subscriber requests as a parameter;

storing the broadcast programming in accordance with
the rules specified by the digital rights management
policy; and

removing the stored broadcast programming from stor-
age after expiration of the total time period,

wherein the digital rights management policy specifies

how a particular type of content may be saved.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the content comprises
one of sports programming, news, late night television,
reruns, old movies or new movies, or any combination
thereof.

11. The system of claim 9, wherein the digital rights man-
agement policy further specifies how a particular channel of
programming may be recorded or delivered.
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12. The system of claim 9, wherein the digital rights man-
agement policy further specifies how a particular time slot of
programming may be recorded or delivered.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the digital rights
management policy further specifies a type of subscriber who
can save or view the programming via a subscriber device.

14. The system of claim 9, wherein the digital rights man-
agement policy further specifies how many times a program
may be delivered to an equipment of a subscriber.

15. The system of claim 9, wherein the logarithmic expres-
sion comprises a constant multiplied by a logarithm of the
number of subscriber requests received during the time
period, wherein the constant is empirically determined based
on subscriber feedback and based on a system parameter.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the operations further
comprise deleting the stored broadcast programming when
there are no outstanding subscriber requests for the broadcast
programming, wherein the system parameter is storage avail-
ability.

17. A non-transitory, machine-readable storage medium,
comprising instructions, wherein responsive to executing the
instructions, a processor performs operations comprising:

controlling a recording or delivery of a broadcast television

program in accordance with a digital rights management
policy established to control the recording or delivery of
the broadcast television program,

wherein the digital rights management policy comprises

rules relating to determination of a total time period that
stored broadcast programming is accessible to equip-
ment of subscribers of a television distribution system
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for rebroadcast, wherein the total time period comprises
an initial minimum time period and a subsequent delay
period;
determining the delay period in accordance with the rules,
based on a number of subscriber requests for the stored
broadcast programming received prior to expiration of
the initial minimum period, whether the number of sub-
scriber requests exceeds a threshold number, and a loga-
rithmic expression comprising a constant multiplied by
a logarithm of the number of subscriber requests,
wherein the constant is empirically determined based on
subscriber feedback and based on storage availability;

storing the broadcast programming in accordance with the
rules specified by the digital rights management policy;
and

removing the stored broadcast programming from storage

after expiration of the total time period,

wherein the digital rights management policy specifies

how a particular type of content may be saved.

18. The non-transitory, machine-readable storage medium
of claim 17, wherein the content comprises one of sports
programming, news, late night television, reruns, old movies
or new movies, or any combination thereof.

19. The non-transitory, machine-readable storage medium
of claim 17, wherein the digital rights management policy
further specifies how a particular time slot of programming
may be recorded or delivered.

20. The non-transitory, machine-readable storage medium
of'claim 17, wherein the operations further comprise deleting
the stored broadcast programming when there are no out-
standing subscriber requests for the broadcast programming.

#* #* #* #* #*



